
Dual Enrollment 
Parent Night

Thursday, February 3, 2022

6:00 pm



Counseling  Department

• Mitzi Blackstone:     Lead Counselor, Dual Enrollment, STEM

• Lauren Fleming: All students last Name A-C

• Berenice Flores: All students last name D-J

• Jonathan Reeves: All students last name K-Q

• Angel Richmond: All students last name R-Z



DCSS Vision

Our VISION is to build a community of lifelong learners who become 
responsible individuals, independent thinkers, and productive citizens 

in a global society.

DCSS Mission

We will serve our community with excellence by:

▹helping our students reach their potential as we prepare them for college and 
career in a safe and supportive environment;

▹recruiting, cultivating and retaining the best teachers, staff and administrators;

▹providing a challenging curriculum and relevant learning opportunities;

▹providing the highest quality instructional resources and tools; &

▹fostering a culture of continuous improvement.



LSHS Vision

Our VISION is to produce graduates that are motivated, life-long 
learners, and productive global citizens.

LSHS Mission

We will ensure high-levels of learning for all students through:

▹intentional relationships,

▹immediate relevancy, &

▹intense rigor.

Striving to make LSHS the BEST place to EDUCATE, MOTIVATE, & ELEVATE!



LSHS Counseling Vision
All graduates from Lithia Springs High School are collaborative individuals who engage in learning and active 

pursuit of their goals. They are vital members of a community of lifelong learners with unique characteristics. 

They value their own abilities as well as those of their peers. They take their own talents and skills to be 

independent thinkers and productive citizens.

LSHS Counseling Mission
The school counseling department at Lithia Springs High School is committed to providing a comprehensive, 

developmental, data-driven counseling program to ensure that all students have the academic rigor, personal-

social and 21st century global skills needed to graduate and successfully pursue post-secondary 

options. Through partnership with educators, parents and the community, the counselors facilitate the 

common objective of fostering student learning, a culture of continuous improvement and achievement in a 

safe and supportive environment. The department will maximize opportunities for equity and access for all 

students to the counseling program with high levels of respect for diversity while building intentional 

relationships with a variety of stakeholders.

•

.



How can I get this presentation?

This presentation will be available on the Lithia Springs 
High School Website:

Go to lshs.dcssga.org

Under Departments, click on Counseling.

On the right side of the page, click on Presentations.

Click on the Presentation entitled DE Parent Night 
2022.23

It will also be posted in your student’s google 
classroom.



Required Courses to Graduate

► 4 Units of English:  9th Literature and American Literature

► 4 Units of Science:  Biology, Physics or Physical Science, Chemistry or 
Environmental Science

► 4 Units of Mathematics:  Algebra 1, Geometry and Algebra 2

► 4 Units of Social Studies: World History, US History, Government and 
Economics

► 1 Unit of Health & Personal Fitness

► 3 Units of Career/Technology and/or World Language and/or Fine Arts

► 4 Units of Electives (minimum)

A minimum total of 23 Credits to Graduate 

Note: World Language (Foreign Language) is not required for Graduation BUT is required 
for acceptance into a 4 year College or University



Considerations for next year

1. Do I plan to complete a CTAE pathway?

2. Will I be a Dual Enrollment student?

3. Will I be involved in Work-based Learning?

4. Will I be a FLEX Acadmedy student?

5. Do I have all of my required HOPE Rigor 

Courses?  See link:  HOPE Rigor at LSHS

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1O6EytBHNX9BEPxUTafjjnFSZVZ4llyRY/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=102845036730717760691&rtpof=true&sd=true


What is Dual Enrollment?

Dual Enrollment is a program offered to students enrolled in 
Georgia high school programs to earn college credit while still in 

high school.  There is a cap to the number of credits students 
can earn.  It is best suited for 11th and 12th graders. Only CTAE 

classes are available to 10th graders.

Most students attend college part time and high school part 
time.  However, it is possible to be full time in college.



Is my student ready for dual enrollment?

My student possess the following skills:

Self-advocate

Superior study habits

Time management

Independent

Willing to acknowledge and deal with difficult situations

Computer trouble-shooting/problem-solving



What colleges participate in the Dual Enrollment program?

Almost every single university, college (private and 
public) and technical college participate in the 

program.

LSHS students usually attend West Georgia Technical 
College, and University of West Georgia and for 

logistical reasons.

LSHS students have participated in other schools, but 
their course work is primarily online.



Dual Enrollment and Online Learning

• Students must provide the technology. Chromebooks 
are sometimes not sufficient.

• Students need an even higher level of self-motivation 
and time management.

• Online classes are more difficult and usually require 
more work.

• There is an additional online fee which varies 
between schools.  It must be paid by the student.



Advantages of Dual Enrollment

• Earn college credits for very little monetary investment

• Great transition between high school and college while still 
enjoying the safety net of home. It provides another layer of 
preparation.

• Classes do not count in college HOPE calculation.

• Core classes are weighted at an additional .5 for high school 
HOPE calculation.

• Students become a “sophomore” quicker for college 
classification purposes.

• Credit hours do not count in the current 126 hour HOPE cap.



Disadvantages of Dual Enrollment

• College courses come back to their high school transcript and can affect honors at LSHS (4.0 
awards, Board Scholar, valedictorian).

• College courses come back with a letter grade and are transcribed by county policy.  For 
example, A=95, B=85.

• Students give up some of the social aspects of high school. Full time students give up all high 
school social benefits.

• College teachers expect students to be motivated, self-starters who manage their course work 
independently.

• Students must provide their own transportation to and from the college.  NO STUDENTS MAY 
REMAIN ON CAMPUS WITHOUT A CLASS. This rule does not apply to students who take 
LSHS face to face on our campus courses thru WGTC or the UWG classes.

• Students need to provide their own technology and be able to troubleshoot their own 
technology issues.  There is no additional support for technology. Students cannot stay at 
LSHS campus. Many of the college platforms are not compatible with DCSS Chromebooks. 

• College teachers will not discuss student progress with parents.  College teachers will not 
discuss student progress with the high school counselor.



Which college is right for my student?
• Highly selective schools like to see a balance of AP courses in 

conjunction with Dual Enrollment courses.

• Students need to begin with the end in mind.  If the student plans to 
attend a college out of state for their undergraduate degree, they 
need to make sure the courses will transfer.

• As a general rule of thumb, colleges which require more “hoops” for 
admission tend to be viewed as more rigorous. Those credits tend to 
transfer to more colleges and universities.

• Students should evaluate their own comfort level with being a “little 
fish in a big pond.”

• My recommendation is always to start at the top and work your way 
down in the college/dual enrollment admissions process.



Dual Enrollment is for my student.  What next?
• Student goes through GAFutures.org to apply to the school of their choice.  The 

student needs to be sure their account has all the correct information including their 
legal name, social security number and birthday.

• Check the gpa and testing requirements of the program for each school.  The 
college website and Google will be your friend.

• Be mindful of deadlines.  Each college sets their own.  LSHS does not have any 
control over the dates.

• LSHS deadline for all dual enrollment paperwork is for next Fall is May 1.  All 
paperwork must be submitted to Ms. Blackstone in the Middle Office.

• Be sure to check “Dual Enrollment” or “MOWR” on the college application.  For most 
colleges, there will not be an application fee.

• Send SAT or ACT score to University System of Georgia schools through the testing 
organizations. If you have never taken either the SAT or ACT, check the college 
website to see if they are required.



To take the SAT, register at 
collegeboard.org and use 

khanacademy.com to prepare.  
To take the ACT, register at 

actstudent.org and use 
kaptest.com to prepare.  

REMEMBER YOUR LOGINS!!  THEY WILL NOT RESET!



What courses should my student take at the 
college?

• The beauty of dual enrollment is that students can maximize their schedule to their 
personal strength.  

• Students can take courses at the two year college that they feel they may struggle 
with at the four year college level.

• They can take classes in a smaller environment rather than the large university 
environment (Public Speaking).

• They can take classes that they just want “to get out of the way”

• Scheduling math and science classes at the college can be difficult.  There are many 
considerations for those courses.  

• It is typically best to take Economics at the base high school.  Most students do not 
take Economics in college.  



What next?
Once a student is accepted, each college will e-mail the student regarding 

orientation/schedule for the college. The student must check their college e-mail 
account consistently.

For spring advisement at LSHS for the 22-23 academic year, students will schedule 8 
classes regardless of their acceptance status.

Once the student has been accepted, he/she sees Ms. Blackstone for the “Next Steps” 
paperwork.  There are a few tasks which must be completed before the LSHS 
schedule can be adjusted.  Once the student has completed those steps, then 

he/she work individually with Ms. Blackstone to adjust the LSHS schedule.  All of this 
happens in the summer.  Office days are scheduled to allow students to come meet 

face to face or the schedule is fixed through e-mail.  



Dual Enrollment Checklist

• Apply through GAFutures.

• Send transcript from LSHS

• Send test scores if necessary

• Complete all steps on Dual Enrollment Checklist.

• Check your personal email for directions from 
college to set up your college email.  Check your 
college email two or three times per week.  Once 
you have a college email, that is the only method of 
communication the college will use.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GeCTILcchkWJo6PysyOQYFWXVuMwFCtb/view?usp=sharing


Schedule

Ms. Blackstone’s  Office hours:

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday:  8:00 am to 12:00 pm

Thursday:  7:30-9:00, 12:00-3:30



Join Remind
Dual Enrollment Remind for Class of 2023

https://www.remind.com/join/lshsde23

Dual Enrollment Remind for Class of 2024

https://www.remind.com/join/lshsde24

Dual Enrollment Remind for Class of 2025

https://www.remind.com/join/lshsde25

Parents are encouraged to join too!

https://www.remind.com/join/lshsde23
https://www.remind.com/join/lshsde24


Stay Connected!!

Be sure to check out the google classroom for 
your grade.  We also post important grade 

specific information there.  

@LSHS_Counselors



Questions?


